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6 FIRE SAFETY

‘Burn Trailer’
demos fire safety
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They're only a few inches long,
but they have the power to save
lives and property.

While sprinkler heads and
sprinkler systems can be found in
commercial buildings, they're rare
in single-family homes, according
to fire officials.

Area  firefighters  recently
learned more about fire sprinklers
and fire safety at a demonstration
guen by Vincent Fichera, executive

rector of the pubthndmspmgy
p, The New ire -
B Rivisory B,
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kler head and dousing the blaze in
just over a minute.

“1 think it is a fantastic demon-
stration,” said David Muellers, chief
of the Saddle River Fire Depart-
ment, which hosted the event. “1

Upper Saddle River Fire Chief
James Levine said, “1 think it was
an excellent exhibition of what fire

ers can do in a residential
setfing. It's something I've been

* awhile, the prob
'?'Hawu{oyuugcr.peup'iew do
it?™

“A, picture’s worth a thousand
words. You can read about it in a
book, you can see it in your hands,
hul\\d'mwuseellncumllyuper-
ating, that's really what drives it

home,” said Fichera, an Allendale it

resident, of the demonstration.
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Allendale resident Vincent Fichera, executive director of The New Jersey Fire Sprinkler Adviso-
ry Board, far left, with Saddle River Valley Rescue Squad Chief Stephen Flatley, Ho-Ho-Kus Fire
Chief Chris Joy, Sacldle River Fire Chief David Muellers and former Upper Saddle River Fire

Chief Larry Rauch at a recent fire sprinkler demonstration.

Fire officials spoke highly of
sprinkler systems. Sprinklers can
Tdmmmllywaﬁmamﬂwcp

m spreading, whereas it can

take several minutes for a fire
ent to arrive.

“If there's a fire on the other

side of town, ltmlgjlllakell)toli

‘Nobody ever died in a fully-sprinklered
building. So if you could sprinkle all the

houses, it would save a lot of lives.
LARRY RAUCH

minutes to get there sometimes”

said Muellers. “What this does, this
5?6 of system, it holds the fire in
ed;snlldm:m’lgrw it doesn't
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house will still be there”

have some water damage, but your
According to fire officials,
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Chief Larry Rauch said, “It takes
the average fire department five to
eight minutes to get to your

from the time you dial 91]."

rinklers go into effect imme-

diately” continued Rauch, the cur-
rent county fire coordinator and
chief of the Bergen County Law
and Public Safety Institute. “You'll

for girls entering grades
1 through 9 in the
2006-2007 scheol year.
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The Red and Black field 3
hockey camp is designed :

All are welcome to join
regardless of ability or
experience. Players are
grouped according to
experience and skill level.

although local commercial build-
mgs and newer :esldcnm are
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l-]c nddcd that part of the bor-
ough hall has sprinklers, but said
efforts

are under way to
klerlhe' | e o il

with
bomugh buildings and schools
either do not have the systems or
re incomplete.
Ho-Ho-Kus Fire Chief Chris Joy
said some portions of the Ho-Ho-
Kus Public School have sprinklers,

» Qur daily schedule inciudes
conditioning, pickup games,
and individual and team
skills.

* A camp T-shirt wil be pro-
vided at the end of the week,
and snacks will be provided
daily.

e Tuition for the camp is

$15000. A refundable
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and police sta-

Cumnl and former fire chiefs
urged residents to have sprinklers
installed in their homes. “It's a
great idea, great invention and we
hope to see more of it, especially
‘on new construction,” said Joy.

“I think they're critical)’ said
Muellers. “They cost about the
same, from what I've been told, as
:a!l -to-wall carpeting in a regular

ome."

Levine said, “It's a cost issue, [
understand, nothing comes inex-
pensive, but you can't put a price
on human life. If]yun ve got kids
nnd youvegola arge house, it's

efinitely something to consider”

"Noboﬂ:ar ever died in a fully-
sprinklered building” said Rauch.
“So if you could sprinkle all the
houses, it would save a lol.oflwua

“You can install a
tem in your house” he addr.d
“First_of all, itll save money on

your fire i mau-anoc. which is a big
ot e
ves and property. G

Muellers acknowledged that
while spnnklmu] c:;:j save lm:s;nc:
property, they would never repl
the need for firefighters.
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can be tampered with, they can be

broken, they can be pnrpcseiy put

offline so that destruction does

occur,” he said. “So it's a mechani-

cal system that will fail”

“ kind of look at it like a seat-
belt when you're driving a car” he
added. “A seatbelt works great
when you use it. So does a sprin-
kler system. If you have it in a
house, it'll work great when you
nse it”

Jonathan Chin's e-mail address is
chim@northjersey.com or phone
201-612-5433




