- . o Date: Monday, July 09, 2007
The Courier-News S BRIDGERATER, A
' - ?  Girculazion (OMA): 45,000 (1)
Type (Frequency). ﬁew&spa;‘:er {D]
7

Page:
Keyword: ‘New Jersey Fite Sprinkler Advisory Board

Install fire sprinklers

‘Avery tragiclire claimed the lives of nine firefight-

- ersat a furniture store in Charleston, 5.C., our coun-

try’s greatest loss of frefighters since 9/11. This

event is beginning-to wahe ffoni national media at-

tention, but we as 2 society wotild be remiss if we did
1ot learn a valuable lesson from this event.

The furniture store that burned down did not have
fire'sprinklers. Many argue it was not requiréd to, but
Charleston fire Chief Rusty Thomas stated it best,
saying fire sprinklers would have slowed —if not ex-
tinguwished — the fire, and those heroic men would
have survived, _ _ .

Businessesneed to take note because this'scenario
could easily happen in our state, Fire destroys busi-
nesses, lives and Hvelihoods here svery week. Last
week, a fire swept through the boardwalk in Atantic
City. desttoying several stores. Businesses have been
-completely leveled in Scotch Plains, Magnolia and
South River, and in strip mall fires in Winslow Town-
ship and Deptford, in d!‘lus't"the.-' past few months.

- Firesprinkleis are the most éffective-device for sav-
ing lives and property, and make gconomical sense.
They protect emergency responders, customers, em-
ployees, products.and revenue, Th? drastically cut
.damages in the everit of a fire, provide business own-
.ers with insurance savings and prote¢t against. risk,
injury and business interruptions. Most importantly,
to-date, thére has neverbeen a multiple loss of life in
a buflding with a fully installed and well-maintained
fire sprinklersystem, o
- }imploré businiess owrners to remember the firein
Charleston, and consider installing fire s(}:‘rinkle_rs 10
protect their business for theniselves and their-com-
munities: Sprinklers are replaceable; but lives are

not.
. _ VINCENT FICHERA
- Executive Director
‘New Jersey Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board
s - s 3 _gewatex‘
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Sprinklers save
lives, property

A fragic fire claimed the lives of nine
firefighters at a firniture store in
Chaﬂeston, S.C., our-country’s greatest
loss of texs since 9/11.”
event is beginning to- wane from na-
tiohal media attenhon but we as a 50-
ciety would be remiss if we did not
learn a valuable lesson from this event.
The fumniture storethat burmed down
did not have sprinklers. Many argue it
was ot required to, but Charleston
Fire Chief Rusty Thomas stated it best,
saying sprinklers would have slowed -
if not extinguished - the fire, and those
heroic men would have survived.

This scenario: could easily happen in
New Jersey. Last week a fire swept
through the boardwalk in Atlantic
City, destroying several stores. Busi-
nesses have been leveled in Scotch
Plains, Magniolia and South River, and
in strip-mall fires in Winslow Town-
ship and.Deptford, in just the past few
months.

Fire sprmkiers gre-the most eﬁectlve
device for saving lives and property,
and make economic sense. They pro-
fect emergency responders, Customers,
employees, products and revenue.
‘They-drastically cut damages in the
event of afire, prewde business-owners
with insurance savings and protect
againist risk, injury and business inter-
ruptions. Most importantly, to date,
there has never beena multiple- loss of

life in a building with a fully installed
and well-maintained fire sprinkler -
system.

[implore business ownets to con-
sider installing sprinklers o protect
their businesses and their communi-
ties, Sprinklers are replaceable, but

" lives. are mot.
. w - Bichi -
Bridgewater, July 2
~ The amtenswcecutmednectorof
the New Jersey Fire Spnnkler Adyisory
Board
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Catastrophic fire points to need for sprinklers

A very fragic fireclaimed the  happen in our state. ness owners with insurance sav-
Iives of nine firefightersatafur-  Fire destroys businesses, lives  ings.@nd protect against risk, in-
hiture sttg‘ in Ghal_‘l:tsltﬂn. 3{%}& and livelihoods here every week.  jury and business interruptions
‘our-countly’s greatest loss ‘Rocently a fire ewept throush P -
Gghers iz Sopt. 1, 01, th boarwal n AURICO, o cover B o

This event is heginnmg towane = destroying several stores.  Hife in a building with a fully in-
from national media attention, ‘Businesses have been com- . stalled and well-maintained fire
but we, asa society, wonld bere-  pletely leveled in Scotch Plains,  sprinkler system
miss if we did not learn & valuable  Magnolia and South River, and in T __
Tesson from this event. strip mall fires in Winslow Town- | implore business owners to.re-

The firiiture store that birned  ship and Déptford, In just the past member the fire in Charleston
down did not have fire sprinklers.  few months, and consider installing five spriv-

Many argue it wasriot required  Fire sprinklers ave the mostef.  Klers 0 protect their business for
to, but Charleston Fire Chief fective device for saving lives and  themselves and their communi-
Rusty Thomas stated it bestsay-  property, and make economic tes.
ing fire sprinklers would have sense. sprmk;ers are replaceable, but

slowed — if not extinguished They protect emergency re- lives are not.
the fire, and those heroic men sponders, customers, employees, :
would have survived. products-and revenue.

-Businésses need to také notebe:  ‘They-drastically cut damages in
cause thisscenaric conldeasily theevent of afire, provide basi:
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| I Prevent tragedy, check the sprlnklers

~ EDITOR: -

Averytragmﬁreclamedthehvesefnmeﬁre

-fighters at & furniture store in. Charleston, 8.C,,
_our country’s greatest loss of firefighters since
9711, This event is beginning to wane from na-
tional media attention; but we as a society would

heremissxfwedidnatleamavalnablelesson

- slowed - if nof exti

_ The funuture gtore. ﬂlatburned downdidnot'
have fire sprinklers. Many argue it was not re-
‘quired, but Charleston Fire:Chief Rusty Thomas

ars: would have

stated it best saying fire spri

‘heroic men would have survived.

Bumnmsesneedtotakenotebemﬁseﬂussce—f'
nario could easily happen in our state. Fire de-.

: sn-oysbusmesm.hvesandliveﬁhoodshereevery

week. Last week a fire swept through the board-
walk in Atlantic City; destroying several stores:
‘Businesses have Been completely leveled in Scotch
Plains, Magnolia, and South River; and in strip .
mallﬁmsmeslow'IbwnshipandDeptford,in
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ished - the fire, and those
i

-justthe past few months. - N
Fire sprinklers are the most eﬁ‘ectwa devme for
‘saving lives and property, and make economical

sense, They profect emergency responders, cus-

tomexsr employees, products, and revenue. They

videbusmessownemwithmsnramesavmgsand

© protect against risk, injury and business: inter-

ruptions, Most importantly, to date, thers Has nev-

et been a multiple loss of lifé in abuilding witha
ﬁxﬂymsiaﬂedandwenma:ntamedﬁrespﬂnkler

gystem. :

I nanore busmess ownersto remember the fire
: leston anid consider installing fire sprin-
Klersto promct their business for themselves and
their communities. Sprmlﬂers are replaceable,
‘but lives are not.

"VINCENT FIGHEERA_ .
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Fire sprinklers

save lives

On June 18, a tragic fire claimed the
lives of nine frefighters at & furnifure
store in Charleston, 8.C. It's our coun-
try’s greatest loss of firefighters since
9/11 (*Officials probe deadily S.C. fire,”
July 2(h. The attacks of Sept. 11. 2001,
are beginning to wane from national
media attention, but we as a society
would be remiss if we did not Jearn a val-
uable lesson from it. :

The furniture store that bumned
dowii did not have fire sprinkiers, Many
argue that it was not required to, but
Charleston Fire Chief Rusty Thomas
stated it best: Fire sprinklers would
have slowed - if riot extinguished — the
fire, and those hercic men would have
survived. ;

Businesses need to take nite, be-
cause that scenario could easily happen
in pur state. Fire.destroys businesses,
lives and livelihoods every week. Re-
cently, a fire swept through the board-
walk in Atlantic City, destroying several
stores. Businesses have been completely
leveled in Seotch Plains; Magnolia, and
South River, and in strip mall fires in

Winslow Township and Deptford. im just
the past few months.

Fire sprinklers-are the most effective
device for saving lives and propetty, and
they make econornical sense, They pro-
tect emergency responders, customers,
employees, products and revenue, They
drastically cut damagesin thie eventof a
fire. provide business owners with insur-
ance savings dnd protect against risk in-
jury ahd basiness interruptions. Most
important, to daté, there has never been
a multiple loss of life in & building with a
fully installed and well-maintained fire
sprinkler system.

1 impiore business owners to remem-
ter the fire in-Charlesten and consider
instailing fire sprinkiers to protect their
business fot themselves dnd theircom-
miunities. Sprinkiers are replaceable. hut
lives are niot.

— VINCENT FICHERA,
Weldwick
The wriler is executive director of the
New Jersey Fire Sprinkler Advisory Original source material contains defects
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