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State urges fire sprinklers in older high-rises

By KATHLEEN LYNN
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Facts about fires
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in fires in the U.S. every year.

M B0 percent of fire deaths
occur in homes.

of fires overall, but smoking is
the No. 1 cause of fatal fires.

M A fire left unchecked doubles
|nsimwymm

There were no fatnhhﬂb“ddﬁ

'Iheg;umneedﬁorﬁuub-

and could not comment

etail. But he said, “I can tell

&ntﬂ:eemnom:cmwun
IWrwhofﬂmebtﬂldinpwdl

upnue‘nuyhenyuﬁunt."
“However, it is the depart-
ment's position that because this
isa issue, the cost is jus-
tified,” state officials wrote in the

nder the proposed regula-
ns, building owners would
hvefm:mtomsnl!wnn

The a t association ar-
gued mmw home fires
occur in one- and two-family

buildings, not multi-unit build-
mwmhnwmhﬂﬁm
codes, uﬂmlqhn:g
in stairwells, elevators design
iwuﬁ:lyund in some cases, con-
crete walls.

“These h.u.ldmp were built
mﬁielduofwnmmngﬁm'

In 2005, Kikis said, 52 of the

is in one- and

sprinklers are needed not just to
protect high-rise residents, but
also . And h eargued

that landlords and condo associ-
ations could recoup some of the

cost of addi ml.hrough
lower i -

insurance premiums.
Sprinklers ;1130 were dmlmd

aroun years to t

ﬁ:psmlexuiefacto;;n

the that detects
this heat goes off. If the fire is lo-
calized, you don't get a shower
%mughm.lt the apartment, said

“The water isalot less
than people think," he said.
Kathy Gerstner, a fire

ministration, agreed. “They
use a ton of water, andu:qrdont
ruin your whole house,” she said.
E-mail: ynn@northjersey.com

Page 10f2




